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Tech Grads Face Strongest Job Market In Five
Years

By W. David Gardner, TechWeb.com

With college commencements approaching, graduates with computer,
engineering, or IT experience have reason to be optimistic about their employment
prospects, a Michigan State University survey reports.

The job market for June graduates looks bright for the first time in years, since
2000, in fact. Moreover, the most coveted gift among prospective grads is-- what
else--a computer to start them off on their journey.

"Computer science and IT-related majors will see an increase in opportunities for
the first time since the collapse of the dot.com sector," stated Dr. Philip Gardner,
director of the Collegiate Employment Research Institute (CERI) at Michigan State
University. "The information services sector is still facing hard times with
overcapacity in the telecommunications sector and limited growth in on-line
businesses."

Gardner's report on recruiting trends appears in CollegeJournal.com, a career-
oriented site offered free to college and graduate students.

As for the perfect gift for the graduate, Circuit City Stores polled 2,600 college
students in its "Just what | needed for graduation” survey. The big box retailer
found that 49 percent of college students selected a computer as the best
graduation gift. Also scoring high were digital cameras, 27 percent; audio systems,
15 percent; and televisions, 10 percent.

Among college-bound high school graduates, 86% also picked computers as their
commencement gift of choice, according to Circuit City.

The CERI report found recruiters in many industries planning to step up their
hiring, with IT shops increasingly in need of graduates with hands-on tech skills.

In the report, Gardner explains that: "Employers across the other economic
sectors are seeking computer-savvy people to help upgrade hardware and
software and to assist in maintaining the information databases essential to the
global economy." It notes that nearly 60 percent of employers recruiting
internationally and throughout the U.S. are planning to hire college graduates this
year.

There are indications that many employers have no choice but to hire. "Employers
simply, out of necessity, have to hire" says Gardner. "Many companies have done
little hiring in four years and are experiencing gaps in their workforce, burnt out
workers who have been working long days and weeks to cover all the
assignments, and pending retirements."

As for graduating engineers, demand for their skills will be modest, according to
the CERI report. Still, there should be growth in engineering recruitment of
between 8 and 15 percent, enough to create the best market for beginning
engineers in three years.
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The biggest surprise of the report, according to Gardner, was the finding that the
manufacturing sector is experiencing a 20 percent increase in hiring. Previously,
many reports from this sector predicted a bleak near future for jobs.
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Backup, Archive and Recovery products from Quantum

Best practices to protect your company's data. Drives, Autoloaders, Libraries and disk-based backup from Quantum. Get free
white papers and tools to make your job easier.

Try WebEx Web Conferencing Free

WebEXx online meetings and web conferencing solutions: Meet colleagues online, host web events, train your staff, provide live
support. Try it out free now.

T1 Lines as Low as $240 for 1st 3 Months

Get a Covad T1 line for as low as $240 per month for the first 3 months. Free installation. Keep your business a step ahead.
Check availability now.

Network &amp; Systems Management Software

ProlT - optimize your entire infrastructure, accelerate problem resolution, and predict future performance with intelligent
monitoring, diagnostics, and trending. Download a free 30-day trial today!

WAN performance problems slowing you down?

Accelerate applications 100x and expand bandwidth 10x with Riverbed. To find out how Riverbed's comprehensive Wide-area
Data Services (WDS) solution can radically improve throughput to make your WAN perform like a LAN, download our free white
paper.

Buy a Link Now

A monthly newsletter for global-sourcing managers. (Subscribe today!)
How does your pay rate? Check the InformationWeek Salary Survey
Mobilized Solutions Guide: Find and compare solutions for your business
Top Requested White Paper Categories from TechWeb White paper Library
Top ten search terms from the TechWeb TechEncyclopedia
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Secure Enterprise | Advanced IP Pipeline | Business Intelligence Pipeline | Compliance Pipeline | Database Pipeline | Desktop Pipeline | Developer Pipeline

Enterprise Applications Pipeline | IT Utility Pipeline | Linux Pipeline | Messaging Pipeline | Mobile Pipeline | Networking Pipeline | Outsourcing Pipeline

Personal Tech Pipeline | Security Pipeline | Server Pipeline | Small Business Pipeline | Storage Pipeline | Systems Management Pipeline | Web Services Pipeline
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